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2008 Annual Conference

“Matter and Meaning: Is Matter Sacred or Profane?”

Liverpool Hope University, 
Thursday 4th to Saturday 6th September 2008

The Conference will consider the nature of matter, and whether our increasing scientific knowledge has significance for religious belief. The main speakers will be:

Professor Colin Russell
Professor Emeritus, Department of the History of Science, Technology and Medicine, Open University

Professor Ruth Gregory
Professor in the Departments of Mathematical Sciences  and Physics, Durham

Professor Peter Harrison
Andreas Idreos Professor of Science and Religion, Oxford

Professor John Harding
Professor of Materials Simulation, Sheffield

Professor Niels Gregersen
Professor of Systematic Theology, Copenhagen

Rev Dr Michael Fuller
Ministry Development Officer, Theological Institute of the Scottish Episcopal Church, Edinburgh

Rt Rev Dr James Jones 
Anglican Bishop of Liverpool (conference dinner speaker)

The Conference is open to members and non-members of the Science and Religion Forum. The Forum is an open group of people exploring the relationship between scientific knowledge and religious faith, and welcomes participants of any religion or none.

Liverpool is the European City of Culture for 2008. The Forum Conference is being held immediately before the Annual Festival of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, also to be held in Liverpool. You will therefore be able to combine attendance at both events (separate registrations).

Liverpool Hope University is located in Hope Park, a pleasant open campus in the Liverpool district of Childwall, about 5 miles from the City Centre. Accommodation for the Conference is on the University campus in single rooms with en suite facilities. 

There is also a limited supply of extra nights available at Hope University before and after the Conference, at £24.50 per night room only or £32 with breakfast (including VAT). The Liverpool Hope University Conference Office (tel. 0151-291 3229) will handle bookings for extra nights on a first-come basis, and can also provide information about local B&Bs. The Forum cannot accept responsibility for these additional arrangements.

Registration will begin at 2 p.m. on Thursday 4th September, and the first lecture will start at 4 p.m. The Gowland Lecture by Professor Ruth Gregory on the Thursday evening is open to the public. There will be a Christian Eucharist on the Friday morning in the Methodist tradition, to which all participants are welcomed. The Conference dinner will be held on the Friday evening. The Conference will end with Lunch on Saturday 6th September. All meals and coffee/tea breaks are included in the conference fee.

Short papers on the Conference theme (maximum 15 minutes presentation time, to be followed by 10 minutes discussion) may be submitted by participants.  Proposals, in the form of a title and a 200 word summary, should be sent by June 30th to Dr Andrew Robinson at a.j.robinson@doctors.org.uk .
Submissions will be acknowledged within two weeks of receipt. If you do not receive an acknowledgment please re-submit your proposal. Acceptance of short papers will be according to criteria of quality, originality, relevance to the conference theme, and plausibility of presentation within 15 minutes. Submissions from students are encouraged. Those whose proposals are accepted will be informed by July 31st. Papers must be tested beforehand for 15 minutes presentation time.

Bursaries are available to those who have been members of the Forum for at least six months, and who have no financial assistance from employers or sponsors. Students in full-time education may also apply for a bursary even if they are not yet members of the Forum. Please complete the relevant section of the Booking Form. 

To book for the Conference, complete the enclosed booking form and return it by July 31st to:

Dr Tonie Stolberg, 
University of Birmingham, School of Education, Weoley Park Road, Birmingham B29 6LL  or email: t.l.stolberg@bham.ac.uk  
Include a non-returnable deposit of £55 for each person, or the full fee (which includes the deposit). If you are paying by credit card through PayPal you may email the form. Information on local transport and car parking will be sent to all registered participants.
Conference Fees

	
	Paid-up SRF Members and Spouses
	Student Rate
	Non-Members

	
	Standard Rate
	Bursary Rate
	
	

	Full Board
	£197

€296

$375
	£127

€191
$242
	£73

€110

$139
	£232

€348
$441

	Without overnight
accommodation
	£133

€200

$253
	£73

€110
$139
	£33

€50

$63
	£158

€237
$301


The above prices include VAT at the current rate.

Payments may be made by:

· cheque on a UK bank, payable to “Science and Religion Forum”

· cheque on non-UK bank – please add the equivalent of 20 Euros or US$31
· credit cards through PayPal (https://www.paypal.com) Please quote the email address,  info@srforum.org’
For further information about the Science and Religion Forum see www.srforum.org 

or contact the Secretary peter.colyer@regents.ox.ac.uk 

Bookings for the Conference must be received by July 31st
